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The Effect of Using Plastic-covered Transfer Crib on

Body Temperature of Full-Term Newborns

Khemjira lamsukprasert

Regional Health Promotion Center 5 Ratchaburi

Abstract

Hypothermia is a common problem in newborns. If hypothermia continues without
being corrected or treated properly, it can cause serious complications that can lead to
death. This research was quasi - experimental research study aimed at examining the effect
of using plastic-covered transfer crib on body temperature of full-term newborns. The
sample was composed of 60 full-term newborns, with gestational age at birth between
37-41 weeks, born in the delivery room, Health Promotion Hospital, Regional Health
Promotion Center 5 Ratchaburi. The sample was selected base on inclusion criteria and
randomly assigned to control and experimental groups, with 30 full-term newborns in each
group. The instruments used in this study were plastic-covered crib size 40x80 cm.
punched in a circle with diameter of 5 inches at the foot end for providing ventilation and
electronic thermometer. The data collected were Mother’s information, Full-term baby’s
Information, Body temperature and environment temperature. The data were analyzed by
descriptive statistics, Independent t —test and Paired t-test.

The finding revealed that the full-term newborns in the experimental group, using
plastic-covered transfer crib, had higher average temperature after transfer than before with
statistical significance (p<.05). While the full-term newborns in the control group had lower
average temperature after transfer than before with statistical significance (p<.05). And the
newborns in the experimental group had higher average temperature than the control
group on admission to the postpartum ward.

The results of the study suggested that using plastic-covered transfer crib increased
the temperatures of full-term newborns. Therefore, it should be used to transfer the
newborns from various sources according to the context of the area. This will prevent

hypothermia in newborns and reduce the occurrence of various complications that follow.

Key word : Plastic-covered Crib / Transfer / Body Temperature / Full-Term Newborn
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